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Small island communities in the Pacific are increasingly vulnerable to climate change, which impacts
water availability, agriculture, food security. Ecosystem degradation further increase vulnerability,
especially for women, youth, Indigenous peoples, and people with disabilities.
In response, WaterAid, Live & Learn, and Permatil propose a community-led initiative to strengthen
resilience in key watersheds. The project supports communities to assess climate risks, develop
resilience plans and implement NbS grounded in indigenous practices to improve water and food security
and ecosystem health.
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Specific objectives:

e Community water supply, food production and
livelihoods are more secure and equitable in target
watersheds;

e Community leaders and local authorities better protect,
restore and manage ecosystem health and
biodiversity in target watersheds;

e Sub-national authorities and community leaders take
stronger responsibility for sustainable management
and monitoring of resilience interventions;

e« Government agencies, communities and practitioners
beyond the target watersheds are aware of good
practice NbS in water, food and livelihood security.
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A local 'sign’ from the community tara bandu by-laws in Timor-
Leste reminds community members which plants in a watershed
are protected. © WaterAid Australia
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Papua New Guinea

e |ocations: Vunakabai and Vunaulaiar villages, Watom Island, Rabaul District, East New Britain Province; Tekedan
and Dalom Catchments in New Ireland Province.

e Partners: Live & Learn PNG, WaterAid PNG

Samoa

e Locations: Luatuanu’u and Leusoali’i villages, Anoama’‘a West District, Upolu Island.

e Partner: Live & Learn Samoa

Timor-Leste

e Locations: Daisua, Rotuto, Grotu, & Betano Villages, Manufahi Municipality.
e Partners: Permatil Timor-Leste, WaterAid Timor-Leste

At regional scale

e Partners: Live and Learn Netwok and Permatil Global

Main activities planned:

Community water supply, food production and livelihoods are more secure and equitable in target
watersheds in Samoa, PNG and Timor-Leste.
e Support target communities to develop and diversify livelihood streams, increasing income
opportunities and economic resilience.
e Improve household water and food security, reducing insecurity across target communities.
e Promote adoption of improved agro-ecological practices among smallholder and family farms.
e Support the transition to agro-ecological systems, increasing the total area of land under sustainable
management.

Community leaders and local authorities better protect, restore and manage ecosystem health and
biodiversity in target watersheds in Samoa, PNG
e Encourage and track additional actions by local authorities and leaders to strengthen community
resilience by building their capacity to implement and monitor ecosystem protection and restoration.

Sub-national authorities and community leaders in Samoa, PNG and Timor-Leste take stronger
responsibility for sustainable management and monitoring of resilience interventions.
e Implement biodiversity conservation and ecosystem restoration actions across terrestrial and
freshwater areas.
e Promote sustainable natural resource and land management practices
e Monitor and document changes in ecological conditions to assess environmental impact (vegetation
health, soil stability, water retention).

Government agencies, communities and practitioners beyond the target watersheds are aware of
good practice NbS in water, food and livelihood security.
e Disseminate knowledge and best practices on NbS to government agencies, communities and
practitioners beyond target watersheds, to raise awareness and encourage uptake of NbS for water,
food, and livelihood security.

Website: www.wateraid.org/au/
FB page: @Water Aid Australia
Email: briana.jones@wateraid.org.au
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